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Monday through Saturday 10-6 • Sunday 12-4 • VISA • Master Card • Discover • AMEX

GREAT FALLS
Rte. 7 & Georgetown Pike (Route 193)
Seneca Square (Next to Calico Corners)

1025-N Seneca Road703-759-9200

SERVING YOU

SINCE 1998

OPEN
SUNDAYS

EXCELLENT REPUTATION FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE & SUPERIOR CRAFTSMANSHIP
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS
& BEST WISHES for the

NEW YEAR
All of us atGreat Falls  Floors, Inc.

would like to thank you for your business and support this
year, and look forward to serving you in the new year.

Great Falls  Floors, Inc.
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Dear Readers:
This week, the Great Falls Connection

turns over its pages to the youth and stu-
dents.

We asked principals and teachers from
area schools to encourage students to con-
tribute their words, pictures and photos for
our annual Children’s Issue.

The response as always was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submit-
ted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2011 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submis-
sions for next year’s Children’s Connection.

Please keep us in mind as your children
continue to create spectacular works of art
and inspiring pieces of writing in the com-
ing year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools. As always, the Con-
nection welcomes letters to the editor, story
ideas, calendar listings and notices of local
events from our readers. Photos and other
submissions about special events at schools
are especially welcome for our weekly
schools pages.

Our preferred method for material is e-
mail, which should be sent to
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703-
778-9414 with any questions.

Editor Kemal Kurspahic

Children’s Connection 2010

Welcome
Winter, Emily Buckingham, Colvin Run ES, 5th Grade

By Morvarid
Sizdahkhani,

5th Grade,
Forestville

Elementary School

Jogging Snowman, by Abigail Paredes, 8, Great Falls, Lowes Island El-
ementary, 3rd GradeGood-bye, Old Firehouse, Buckley Ross, Colvin Run ES, 5th Grade

My School,
Jeffrey Wang,
Colvin Run ES,
5th Grade

Great Falls Connection Editor

Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or

greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com
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One thing I would give my fam-
ily that doesn’t cost any money is
a chipmunk because I have tons
and tons in my backyard.  Also,
my brothers think they are the
cutest thing in the world.  Also,
they will have a good home and
lots of food because if they like my
backyard, we can get stuff for
them.

—Ellie C.

One thing I would give my fam-
ily that doesn’t cost any money is
serving food on a tray because I’ve
done it before.  It’s so fun to cook
food by yourself.  It really sur-
prised my dad a lot.  My mom was
really proud of me.  She was
happy.

—Hana A.

My wish for school is ... that we
have sharper pencils, colored pen-
cils, and crayons.  Also, that people
have good education and good
health because ... if people use
sharpened supplies and people
have good education and health,
people will be happier.  People
don’t want dull supplies and bor-
ing education and bad health.

—Mohini S.

My wish for the world is to give
everybody the most important
things:  food, water, shelter.  In
India and Africa they don’t have
much food and water.  They have
very little houses, schools, money.
You are lucky if you have the most
important things that are food,
water, money, habitat, and sun.

—Vibha S.

My wish for the world is ... ev-
erybody would be happy and that
everyone would get outside and
play some sports.  No one would
be sick and you can have some fun
and you can meet new friends.
You would be healthy.  We would
clean up the world.  So, the world
would be a better place!

—TJ P

My wish for the world is that
everyone would stop having war
because families with moms and
dads in the world hardly get to see
them that much because their par-
ents are gone for a whole year
sometimes and sometimes even
longer for like two or three or four
years.  So, I want to stop war.  War
is like so, so, so, so violent.  So, I
think we should stop war so ev-
eryone will be happy and safe and
very, very comforted.  So, bombs
would not hurt anybody and no-
body would get killed and every-

one would get home safe and
be with their family.

—Faith Ann F.

My wish for the world is
to be green and clean up
trash because the earth could
have smog and acid rain.
Acid rain will kill trees and
smog will not help people
see.

—Andrew Z.

My Wish
Holiday wishes from
Hilary Sanborn’s 2nd Grade Class -
Forestville Elementary.

Children’s Connection

By Rose Boos

 Great Falls Elementary/

1
st
 Grade

Beauty is a shiny bracelet
Beauty is glitter glue
Beauty is a rainbow
Beauty is sparkly snow
Beauty is a black cat
Beauty is a Monarch butterfly
Beauty is a bumblebee
Beauty is a unicorn
Beauty is a soft blanket
Beauty is a good book

(Especially if it has a peacock)
Beauty is the American flag

Beauty

Forestville Elementary Arts at Forestville
Fourth graders from Norma Chicas’

Advanced Academics class at Forestville
Elementary  sent us this selection of
their artwork.

By Lauren Elias,
4th Grade Advanced
Academics,
Forestville
Elementary School

By Nora Hausman,
4th Grade Advanced
Academics,
Forestville
Elementary School

By Megan Beskin,
4th Grade Advanced
Academics,
Forestville
Elementary School
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Élite Piano Academy

www.Hyun-MiChung.net

8230 Boone Blvd., Suite 100A
Vienna, VA 22182

202-674-0499
Miss Hyun-Mi Chung, a graduate
of Juilliard School (B.M. & M.M.)
with over 20 years of teaching

experience.

(A) Private lessons for All
Levels & All Ages.

(B) Group Lessons for Very
Young Beginners.

Heidi Herbst, DDS
Howard Mitnick, DDS

Nooshin Monajemy, DDS

Sterling, VA

703-444-3710
www.sterlingvasmiles.com

•Bleaching   •Special Needs Patients
•Nitrous Oxide   •Cosmetic Restorations 
•Wi-Fi Available   •IV Sedation Available

Pediatric & General
Dentistry

Gentle Touch Dental Care
For Over 20 Years!

Children love our
entertainment

center with video
games and NEW
pinball machine

LASER procedure for fillings.
Many pediatric patients can be

treated without novocaine!

Monthly
Drawing for

No-Cavity-Club
winner

www.RobertsCarpets.com
Installation by Certified

Installers/Employees

At Same Location,
Under Same Ownership

for 47 years

703-471-7120

681 Spring Street
Old Town Herndon
Hours: Mon., Tues.,

Thurs. & Fri. 9-6
Wed. 9-5, Sat 10-3

• 100% Continuous
   Filament  Nylon
• Stainmaster
• Choice of 28 Colors

 3.06
 Sq. ft.

Installed w/6lb. pad
Take-up & haul away old

carpet, small additional charge.

$

All Oriental Rugs
on Sale!

ALL HARDWOOD
on SALE

Jimmys

Wall-to-Wall Carpet

•Plant on Premises
•Washing
•Refringing
•Repairs
•Reweaving
•Appraisals
FREE Pickup & Delivery
for Rolled & Ready Rugs

20%
OFF
20%
OFF

Expires1/5/11

Oriental Rug
Cleaning

Expires1/5/11

By Erica

Colvin Run Elementary/

5th grade

A
 thrill of excitement rushed through me as I stepped outside
on the first day of December.  You feel the cold, frigid breeze
and you see the branches swaying giving a sound that shows
you that it’s time for winter.  It is the day for a new page on

the calendar, the day to start counting up the days until the holidays.
It’s the month when you put up your decorations like lights and Christ-
mas tree.  When you pass by other people’s houses you see frost on the
lawn and on the cars that had been left outside overnight.  When you
go to school you see people in your classroom changing the calendar
with holiday colors.  You greet your teacher with a good morning, then
you go unpack.  The rest of the school day goes by quickly as you think
about what you might be in for this winter.  Maybe another snowstorm
or fun days with your friends sledding down hills until you turn into an
icicle.  The best thing to do is to go home and have a nice cup of hot
cocoa while reading your favorite book.  When you get home you are
greeted with the smell of warm cookies right out of the oven.  As you
walk into your room, you see a new advent calendar on your desk that
makes you jump up and down with joy.  As you do your homework you
can’t concentrate because you are thinking about your wish list that
increases throughout the month.  You get your winter clothes out and
remember great memories from them and you can’t wait to make new
ones.  At dinnertime you’re talking so fast, asking and talking about
the holidays.  When it’s time for bed and your parents are tucking you
in, you struggle to fall asleep because you’re thinking about events
that are about to come up.  Before you know it it’s December 2nd.

A Girl, Renee, Colvin Run ES, 5th Grade

The Joys of the
Holiday Season

Children’s Connection

HUMANE SOCIETY OF FAIRFAX COUNTY
Hours: Monday-Friday 10-4 and Saturday 10-3 • www.hsfc.org
4057 Chain Bridge Road, Fairfax, VA 22030 • 703-385-7387

THIS IS “TAMMY”
D.O.B. Sept. 22, 2009. Beagle Mix, spayed
female, 30 lbs. Tammy’s story will break
your heart. She was picked up by animal
control as a stray with a belly full of pup-
pies. When no one came to claim her, she
gave birth to 4 adorable puppies. The shel-
ter staff fell in love with her but knew they
couldn’t keep her for the required time
while the pups grew to an age when they
could be adopted out. The plea came to us
for help with this wonderful little girl and
her pups. It’s now time for Tammy to have
her chance to find a forever home. She’s a
beautiful girl with a coat of brown, black

and white. She’s only a year old and medium size. She would be a wonderful companion
to someone who will give her a little extra TLC and show her how to trust again. She is
shy; however, she has no aggression and truly needs and wants
some love. Please make room in your heart for this deserving
mom. Attributes: Looking for a special home!
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The Great Falls Charitable Foundation
would like to Thank the Citizens of Great Falls for Supporting

our Community and All of our Non-Profit Organizations
throughout the year. We would also like to Thank All the

Volunteers who help make this community “Great.”

Brogue Charities/Great Falls Charitable Foundation is a registered 501(c)(3) • P.O. Box 295, Great Falls, VA 22066 • gfcharities@aol.com

Look for Great Falls’ Newest Community Organization – Coming in early 2011

Celebrate Great Falls

Amadeus Concerts
Analemma Society

Friends of Colvin Mill
Friends of Great Falls Library

Friends of Riverbend
Friends of the Fireworks
Friends of Turner Farm

Great Falls B.P.A. (www.greatfallsbpa.com)
Great Falls Citizens Assoc. (www.gfca.org)

Great Falls Ecumenical Council
Great Falls Equestrian Society

Great Falls Foundation of the Arts
Great Falls Friends

Great Falls Garden Club
(www.gfgardenclub.com)

Great Falls Historical Society(gfhs.org)
Great Falls Lions Club (www.lionsclub.org)

Great Falls Optimist Club
(www.greatfallsoptimist.org)

Great Falls Trail Blazers
Great Falls Volunteer Fire Department

Great Falls Women’s Club
Lift Me Up (liftmeup.org)

Neighbors International Foundation
Newcomers of Great Falls

(www.greatfallsnewcomers.com)
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Camp
      Olympia

June 20 – August 26
(2-week minimum)

301-926-9281
5511 Muncaster Mill Road

Rockville, MD 20855
www.camp-olympia.com

CO-ED AGES 31⁄2–15  •  INSTRUCTIONAL SPORTS PROGRAM
Horseback Riding • Swimming • Gymnastics

Tennis • Soccer • Basketball • Mountain Biking and more
EXTENDED DAY • DOOR-TO-DOOR TRANSPORTATION

YEAR-ROUND HORSEBACK RIDING

Open Houses
Saturdays: January 15, February 5 & February 12

Spring Break Camp: April 18–22 & April 25–29

SUMMER DAY CAMP

www.viennafloors.com

703-938-3160

A HAPPY & PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR!
Our Thanks to Our Customers for
Their Support Throughout 2010.
We Look Forward to Satisfying

Your Flooring Needs in 2011.

26th
Anniversary

Established in 1984

A boy named Randy
He really loved candy
He loves it so much
He eats it for lunch
His teeth are black
With a yellow crack
He is so obese
His armpits oozed grease
Even though his parents became poor

He cried because he wanted more
Finally said the candy
“My arch enemy is Randy”
In a candy store there is a mountain full of candy
Just for their super, awesome, fantastic customer

Randy
His furious parents took his candy
So Randy changed his name to Prandy

By Anvitha Metpally

5th Grade AAP/Colvin Run Elementary

By Alex Gomez

5th Grade AAP/Colvin Run

Elementary

Once upon a time, on a snowy
Christmas Eve a young child lay
awake in bed. “Where is he?” the
boy thought. The young boy
Nathan was waiting for Santa
Claus. It was 12:01 in the morn-
ing and there was no sign of Santa
Claus. He waited by the tree where
presents lay, watching the chim-
ney for something to happen, spy-
ing for the slightest movement. At
around 2 a.m. the boy became
tired and fell asleep by the toasty
warm fire. A disturbance in the air
had come forth, the front door
swung open and the snowy breeze

swept into the room. Nathan was
up in a start for he thought it was
Santa Claus, but it was nothing,
the young boy closed the door,

and looked for some change in
the room! He found nothing, he
looked at the clock and it read
3:30. The boy had lost hope and
gone to bed. He was out before his
head hit the pillow. When Nathan
woke up in the morning he was
excited for he sensed some sign of
hope! He came rushing downstairs
waking his parents. All of the pre-
sents had been delivered, not one
crumb was left on the plate on the
table, all the milk had been drunk.
The boy was so happy and full of
relief he didn’t stop to look at the

note on the fireplace. It was for
Nathan! It read, “Surprises don’t
pop out of thin air, don’t wait by
the tree next year for I may not
come, SC.”

The boy was so full of surprise
and embarrassment, how could he
been so childish waiting for Santa
Claus to come. It had never oc-
curred to the boy that he might
been holding up Santa all along.
Then came a thought, “How could
Santa Claus know that he was
waiting for him to come?” But then
he remembered the song about
Santa checking his list and always
watching out for naughty or nice
kids. He was reassured and had
the Merriest Christmas of all!

A Merry Christmas

Candy Randy

Drawing, by Braeden, Colvin Run ES, 5th Grade

Children’s Connection
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The Greatest
Gift Ever

By Clare DaBaldo

Cooper Middle School

I love giving! I think the greatest gift is
the gift of giving. It hadn’t always been that
way, but as I got older I became more aware
of the world outside of me. Shoes and
clothes are nice and all, but the satisfaction
of helping someone out is as good as it gets.

For my 12th birthday party, my friend
Ashleigh and I had a big birthday bash. Her
birthday was in April and mine was in June,
so we split the difference and had it in May.
Our parents rented out the McLean teen
center, aka the Old Firehouse, hired a DJ,
and bought a huge cake.  We bought lots of
pink and orange colored paper (Ashleigh’s
and my favorite colors) made invitations,
and then handed them out to the whole
sixth grade, so no one would be excluded.
But, instead of gifts and presents, we
changed things up a little.

Ashleigh asked for money to support a
mission in Guatemala. I asked for canned
food and money donations for SHARE, a
local charity helping people in need in the
D.C. area. So, you had a choice and you
could give to a local charity, a foreign coun-
try, or both.

The party was a hit, and about 85 people
came. Even my friends from Pennsylvania
came down to help me out. We kept the
food pretty simple; candy, cake and a big
punch bowl of water instead of bottled
water so we didn’t waste plastic.  There was
a ping-pong table, pool table and air hockey
table. If you were tired from dancing, you
could chill out.

I had so much fun and I think all of our
guests did too. By the end of the night, my
charity earned more than $500 in cash, food
and clothing donations!

When I thought about it, I realized that I
could have gotten a boat load of presents.
But, I think the fact that I know that I helped
people out, and had fun doing it, made me
feel better than any present I could ever get.

It just goes to show, the gift of giving is
the best gift you ever could receive.

Children’s Connection

2025, Where
I’ll Be
At least, where
I hope I’ll be.

By Allie Eames

Cooper Middle School

I have to say that my only hope for 2025
is that I’m happy. I don’t care if I’m poor, I
don’t care if I don’t have much, or anything
at all. I just hope I’m happy. I don’t know
where I’ll be, and I feel like I could be any-
where - right now, the whole world is open
to me. I’m lucky enough to choose my own
fate right now. I could be anything I want
to be.

I might pick a goal that I know inside that
I can achieve. Or, maybe I’ll choose to just
let my life unravel in front of me, watching
my next move happen right in front of me
like a board game. It’s not like I’m going to
expect myself to be super rich and famous,
and be on the covers of magazines. At age
29, I’d rather be truly happy doing some-
thing I’m passionate about. There are some
things I do see myself being

It really doesn’t matter to me if I become
rich or famous. That’s not what I see any-
where in my future. It might sound unusual,
since most kids want to be the next Hannah
Montana, or grow up to have 50 million
dollars, but I just want to have a normal
life. Not unhappy normal, the good kind of
normal. There’s a quote I love that I want
to aspire to. “Do what you love, and love
what you do.” If I do not love what I am
doing, then what is the point?

There’s the answer to this whole essay.
What will I be doing in 15 years? I’ll be
doing something I love, no matter what that
is. And I’ll guarantee I’ll be doing it with
passion and with love in my heart. Life
doesn’t always turn out as planned; you
have to get that through your head at an
early age.  The point is, no matter how your
life turns out, you have to do it with hope
and with happiness.  “Even if your hands
are shakin’, and your faith is broken, Even
as the eyes are closin’, do with a heart wide
open.” –John Mayer

Most significant time
in 2010: A fantasy
turned into reality.

By Ben So

 Cooper Middle School

It started out just helping my brother and
our church feed 75-100 homeless people.
Every other week our church youth group
prepares hot chicken dinners at Mclean
Baptist Church and delivers them to down-
town D.C. This activity has been going for
about 3-4 years. It’s led by Mark Short, my
brother Andrew So, and Bob Lictra.

One day my brother and Mark said “Hey

why don’t we feed 1000 homeless people
in one day!” Then all of us decided, yea,
let’s do it. This was a big process for Mark
and Andrew. Their idea was thought out
constantly to prepare.

When this was a set idea they brought it
to the church to announce. They had a
meeting with the church leaders. Some of
the people said, “Andrew, Mark this couldn’t
possibly happen, it’s unrealistic.” After the
meeting Andrew and Mark decided to turn
what they think is a fantasy and make it
into reality.

It’s been several months preparing and pre-
paring. They tried to get a lot of schools to
help donate and provide donations. Then this
fantasy was becoming more into a reality.

We got so many donations and a lot of
volunteers. Then since Cooper Middle
School 8th graders need community service
hours we ask Cooper to help us.

Then as time went by we picked a date
for the feeding 1000: It would be Novem-
ber 13, 2010. Time went by so fast it was
only a week away and we have $980 for
donations and we took that money to or-
der the food. The plan was for 300 hot
breakfasts, 400 bag lunches, and 300 hot
chicken dinners.

It was the day before the big day and we
planned to start 5:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. The
people in charge came to help set up tables
and the music we will play during the Feed-
ing 1000. It was finally the day we had so

many people in the morning. We had kids
from Churchill Elementary, Cooper Kids, Lan-
gley Kids, and Mclean Kids. Also we had a
news reporter from the Mclean Connection.

We had clubs from Langley keep an up-
date on Facebook and Twitter to let every-
one know how much we did. So far at 12:30
p.m. we have delivered 700 meals. So we’re
ahead of schedule. By 3:30 we have about
50 meals left to deliver.

Then at 4:30 we were done.  We finished
ahead of schedule. So what some people
called a fantasy turned into a reality. By the
end of day we fed not just 1000 people but
1103 homeless people. So that’s my most
significant time in 2010.

Feeding 1000 Homeless In One Day

Amazing Icicle, Sabrina Vazquez, 9, Colvin Run Elementary - 4th grade
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$10 OFF Service Call
Limit one coupon per residence.

Servicing Northern Virginia for Over 80 YearsServicing Northern Virginia for Over 80 Years

FAIRFAX COUNTY / ALEXANDRIA CITY

ARLINGTON COUNTY / FALLS CHURCH CITY

703-250-4200

703-524-1250

www.baumbach.com

FAIRFAX COUNTY / ALEXANDRIA CITY

ARLINGTON COUNTY / FALLS CHURCH CITY

703-250-4200

703-524-1250

www.baumbach.com

For your Auto, Home, Life and Health Insurance
needs, see State Farm Agent:
Kyle Knight Insurance Agency, Inc.
11736 Bowman Green Dr. • Reston, VA
703-435-2300 • Across from Reston Town Center

Se Habla Español • statefarm.com
State Farm Insurance Companies • Home Offices: Bloomington, IllinoisP02720 04/02

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.®

WE
LIVE

WHERE
YOU

LIVE.™

New Student Applications for Enrollment for Fall 2011
Due by Tuesday, February 1st

Visit our web page: www.gfump.org

GREAT FALLS UNITED METHODIST PRESCHOOL

• Classes for 2’s, 3’s, 4’s, Pre K
• Morning half-day sessions beginning at 9:15
• Highly experienced and qualified teachers
• Low student-teacher ratio
• Children’s chapel
• Music
• Lunch-bunch option
• Summer camp

Call for an
Appointment

(703) 759-2432

OPEN HOUSE DATES:
January 21th and January 24th

Children’s Connection

A Day at
Riverbend Park

Sisters Gloria (above) and Rose
Boos (below), both 6 years old and
first graders at Great Falls Elemen-
tary, share the pictures they took
at Riverbend Park.

Riverbend Park,
Great Falls,
by Gloria Boos

Riverbend Park,
Great Falls,
by Rose Boos

greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com
Send Your Photos & Stories Now to

Be sure to include your name, address and phone number, and identify
all people and pets in photos. Submission deadline is January 20.

Be Part of
The Pet Connection

in February
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To add your Realtor represented Open House
to these weekly listings, please call 703-821-5050

OPEN HOUSE LISTINGS
Will Return after the Holidays

9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

60-75% OFF POTS
Area’s Largest Selection
60-75% OFF POTS
Area’s Largest Selection

50% OFF
Evergreens, Magnolias,
Hollies, Arborvitae &

Leyland Cypress

30%–50% Off
Over 100 Varieties

6"–12'

Japanese Maples

8:00–5:30 7 Days a Week

703-573-5025
www.cravensnursery.com

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Patios, Walls,
Walkways, Paver
Driveways & So

Much More

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Off-Season Pricing
Free Landscape

& Hardscape Estimates

Spring is in the
Greenhouse

Citrus, Cyclamen & AmaryllisCitrus, Cyclamen & Amaryllis

132 Branch Road, S.E. • Vienna, VA
Visit www.maplewoodgrill.com for Specials

Maplewood Grill

Live Entertainment
Wed. thru Sat. Parties

Welcome

Serving Our Neighbors and Friends for Over 26 YearsServing Our Neighbors and Friends for Over 26 Years

Open
Saturdays
for Lunch  703-281-0070

Sunday is Family Night!
Kids Eat FREE with

Parents. Children’s Menu
Available for Every Meal.

Sunday is Family Night!
Kids Eat FREE with

Parents. Children’s Menu
Available for Every Meal.

Fantastic Feathers,
Tina C,
Colvin Run ES,
5th Grade

10 kids and Santa
By Alex,

Colvin Run ES, 5
th

 Grade

Every winter in the mall

My friends and I walk down the hall.

It’s finally that time of year,

I feel like I want to shout and cheer.

Then I come across a snowflake land

With little figures in a band.

Did I just hear jingle bells start to ring?

Look, here comes the elves’ jolly king!

Now comes the fun part.

With all the 5 year olds in the cart,

Merry Christmas,
by Iain,
Colvin Run ES,
5th Grade

Watercolor II, by Ayush, Colvin Run ES, 5th Grade

Children’s Connection

Winter Night
By Jeremiah Stewart

Colvin Run Elementary/4
th

 Grade

Wind is blowing.

It is so cold.

No one is outside walking around.

Trees are filled with snow.

Everyone is in the house by the fireplace.

Relaxing and drinking hot chocolate.

Now it is time for bed.

I put on my PJ’s.

Good night, sleep tight.

Hope I have sweet dreams.

Tomorrow is a new day.

Holidays
By Nitin S.

Colvin Run Elementary/5th grade

Just like a river, with a flow

Holidays, Holidays come and go

Just like a huge bay

There are tons and tons of holidays

From Christmas, to Easter

Holidays are a roller coaster

They go in a motion that is up and down

Then they come back to the ground

At the beginning of the year the holidays get wound up

The town’s people go shopping to catch-up

Holidays, holidays come and go

When they come they stay

With the wind they fly away

Flowers,
Hannah Alexander,
Colvin Run ES,
5th Grade

If you do not get The Great
Falls Connection delivered to
your home…

FIRST CLASS
MAILED
SUBSCRIPTIONS
are now available for the first
time with timely postal carrier
delivery: $30 for six months.
Help us meet the costs of providing
first-rate community journalism on
newsprint to your household.

Call 703-778-9426 (or -9427)
or e-mail circulation@

connectionnewspapers.com
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By Evan

Colvin Run Elementary/

5th Grade

I
f I could give my family one
thing that didn’t cost money,
I would give them health and

happiness for our upcoming holi-
days.  The holidays of 2009 were
a stressful time around my house.
Last Thanksgiving, my dad threw
out his back and had radiating
pain down his leg.  He was not able
to do anything and he definitely
was not able to enjoy the memo-
ries. My mom tried to compensate
by taking us to all of our activities
and special functions.  We also
made our traditional Christmas

A  Gift of Health
and Happiness

cookies and decorated our whole
house.  We celebrated with all of
our relatives but it was still not the
same as in other years.  He was in
so much pain that he really
couldn’t function.  His whole per-
sonality seemed to change.  This
year I wish for a special holiday
where my whole family can enjoy
together without pain or suffering.
I am excited to celebrate these
days with my new and improved
dad.  I am happy to have him back
to spend quality time with me! If I
could give my family one thing
that didn’t cost money, I would
wish for health and happiness for
all the members of my family this
holiday season!

Silver
   By Katie Warner

The Langley School/5
th

 Grade

Silver is the  medal  when you win a race.
Second after gold, but still, it’s a place.

Silver is the moon at midnight, too.
It was there at the beginning when the world was new.

Silver is the stars, way up high.
Sometimes I see it, dancing in the sky.

Silver is happiest on an angel’s wing.
And when you see it, it’s the prettiest thing.

Silver dies when it loses its shine.
Then gray comes in, simple and fine.

Remembering Snowstorm
By Tommy Zavrel, 7, Great Falls Elementary School, 2nd

grade, created this snowman out of legos as a memory of
last winter’s snowstorms.

Children’s Connection
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Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 11 a.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
EmploymentEmployment

Oddly enough — or not, since receiving
my original stage IV lung cancer terminal-type
diagnosis/prognosis on Feb. 27, 2009, I have
not felt compelled or motivated in the least,
beyond my immediate circle of family and
friends, to seek out other lung cancer
patients/survivors for support, for reassurance,
for advice or for any kind of group and/or
individual therapy. Perhaps I will live to regret
it (wouldn’t that be the ultimate irony), but I
haven’t really felt the urge to purge myself of
whatever mental toxins I was/am internaliz-
ing. I was — and am, still managing. In addi-
tion, I’ve not been interested in joining or
attending any kind of lung cancer awareness
group or participating in any type of lung can-
cer out-reach activity.

My thinking has been — and still is, that I
don’t want to immerse myself in the cancer
culture. Maybe I’m pretending that I’m not a
member of this group (whose membership is
not the least bit desirable)? Maybe I’m afraid
of what relationships I may start or what rela-
tionships I may see end badly? Perhaps I’m
worried that a connection and commitment
to similarly diagnosed people will somehow
weigh on me and adversely affect my own
relative/comparative good health? Seeing
sicker, weaker people might make me feel
sicker, weaker; that scares me. I want (need,
probably) to be surrounded by positivity. I
don’t want (need presumably) to expend any
energy overcoming negative people, places
and things that might challenge the positive
mental attitude that is key to fighting this
insidious disease. Nor do I think that my pres-
ence will energize anybody to do anything.
I’m not so self-absorbed or educated to
believe that something I say or do — with
respect to this whole lung cancer trip, is going
to help another individual rise to some previ-
ously unattainable height. I have to help
myself, first and foremost, don’t I? I’m having
enough trouble fighting my own battles.

The longer I’m a cancer survivor — outliv-
ing my original prognosis (13 months to two
years), the more difficult it becomes to care
about others as much as I care about myself;
every day could be my last. As such, I need to
protect myself from the slings and arrows of
the outrageous misfortune that has befallen so
many others. It’s difficult enough to mentally
maintain my own disposition that when I
have considered joining/participating in some
cancer-type activity (5K walk, parade, semi-
nar, support-type group, etc.), I’ve balked at
doing so, fearful of the risk to my own psyche
— meaning the weakening of the mental
resolve which has enabled me to live the life I
have over the past 22 months. I don’t trust
myself to hold up under the collective cathar-
sis of so much pain and suffering.

At the end of the day (heck, at the begin-
ning of the day, too; and every minute in
between), this whole cancer battle is about
self-preservation — or perceived self-preser-
vation. I’m not embarrassed to admit that I’m
afraid of being around other cancer patients
who are terminal. I’m extremely sensitive and
aware of my surroundings; I can’t presume
there won’t be an emotional toll on me.
Moreover, all I have going for me is my sense
of good humor, positive attitude and belief in
what I’m doing: diet changes, vitamins, alka-
line water, apple cider vinegar, baking soda,
pureed asparagus, probiotics, exercise, etc. I
can’t risk immersion, or even exposure to a
cancer culture that might threaten — or ques-
tion my pursuits and the reasons for them. I
have to consider the consequences of my
actions, especially now, and mind my own
business — in my opinion.

I’m probably wrong living in this sort of
semi isolation, but it’s my life and I’m trying
to live it the best way I can — most things
considered.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

My Answer
to Cancer

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6............................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4 ...........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6 ..............................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3 ................................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2 ....................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4......................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to:
classified@connectionnewspapers.com
      or call Barbara @ 703-778-9413

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/

 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette
Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton Connection
The McLean Connection
The Great Falls Connection

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

VETERINARY  RECEPTIONIST
Small animal hosp.  Great Falls.  Will 
train. 703-757-7570 • www.ourvets.comNATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER

No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

GET HIRED!
Dental, Medical & Pharmacy Staff 

Trainees

Needed now!!
No Experience Necessary.

Medical, Dental Facilities & Pharmacies 
NOW HIRING.

Local Job Placement & Training 
Available

1-(800)-381-1734
CTO SCHEV 

EDUCATION TRAINING

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to learn many
aspects of the newspaper business.
Internships available in reporting,
photography, research, graphics.
Opportunities for students, and for
adults considering change of career.
Unpaid. E-mail internship@connect
ionnewspapers.com

Great Papers • Great Readers • Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your recruiting ads not
working in other papers?

Try a better way to fill your
      employment openings

703-917-6464
classified@connectionnewspapers.com

• Target your best job candidates
where they live.

• Reach readers in addition
to those who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.
• Proven results.
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Snowflakes
By Harriet K.

 Colvin Run Elementary/5th grade

S
he waited and waited. Her report card
was about to be opened. Tick Tock,
time seemed to be slowing down. She

was scared, afraid, nervous and most of all
excited. Oh, you ask who “she” is? Well, I’ll
tell you a little bit about her.

Her name is Lisa, a city girl who loved
books and writing. Well anyways, she re-
ally wanted this to be her first all A+ time.
She had tried hard to get all A’s on all tests,
had been well behaved and did all her
homework.

It finally came out, her heart pounded in
her chest. She had butterflies in her stom-
ach.

Math-A, Reading-A, Spelling-A, ... Physi-
cal Education-B!! Now she remembered, she
missed the routine test and was behind all
her class.

Her day had been ruined. She sighed, and
told her parents she would go on a walk to
the park. She put on a coat and headed
outside. As she walked, it started snowing!
She watched the snowflakes swirl around
her. Each snowflake was different, just like
people.

She understood that you don’t have to get
perfect grades to be special, just be your-
self and you will always be special.

Presents Time
Tommy Worden is 5 and is
in Kindergarten at Colvin
Run Elementary.  His
drawing is of two children
standing around a Christ-
mas tree, getting ready to
open their presents.
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Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton
ClassifiedClassified

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T Mobility is proposing to install new wireless telecommu-
nications antennas on an existing building located at 2110 
Washington Blvd., Arlington, VA. The new facility will consist of 
adding three panel antennas (one per sector) to existing roof-
top mounts at 62 feet above ground level. Support equipment 
will be placed on an existing rooftop equipment pad. Any inter-
ested party wishing to submit comments regarding the poten-
tial effects the proposed facility may have on any historic prop-
erty may do so by sending such comments to: Project 
61107459-SF c/o EBI Consulting, 6876 Susquehanna Trail 
South, York, PA 17403, or via telephone at 781-273-2500.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T intends to file an application for the collocation of new 
antennas on the building located at 2001 North Adams Street, 
Arlington, Virginia. AT&T is publishing this notice in accord-
ance with Federal regulation 37CFR1.1301 et seq, the National 
Environmental Policy Act and the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation 36 CFR 800. The project referenced as “Fort 
Strong” will consist of the collocation of new antennas onto ex-
isting antenna mounts. In addition, new conduit will be run 
from the antennas to the existing flex bay. Parties interested in 
submitting comments or questions regarding any potential ef-
fects of the proposed facility on Historic Properties may do so 
in writing by contacting Carol Blitz, AT&T, at 7150 Standard 
Drive, Hanover, Maryland 21076 or c/o theresa.scarlato@at-
cassociates.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T intends to file an application for the collocation of new 
antennas on the building located at 1900 Columbia Pike, Ar-
lington, Virginia. AT&T is publishing this notice in accordance 
with Federal regulation 37CFR1.1301 et seq, the National En-
vironmental Policy Act and the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation 36 CFR 800. The project referenced as “Court 
House” will consist of the collocation of antennas on the roof of 
the building. In addition, conduit will be run from the equipment 
shelter to the antennas. Parties interested in submitting com-
ments or questions regarding any potential effects of the pro-
posed facility on Historic Properties may do so in writing by 
contacting Carol Blitz, AT&T, at 7150 Standard Drive, Hanover, 
Maryland 21076 or c/o theresa.scarlato@atcassociates.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T Mobility, LLC is proposing to modify an existing telecom-
munications installation inside a steeple located on a church at 
4110 N. Old Glebe Rd., Arlington, VA. The modification in-
cludes removal and replacement of three antennas (one from 
each sector) with three new antennas in the same locations at 
a height of 87 feet, and the addition of three antennas at a 
height of 83 feet within the steeple. Any interested party wish-
ing to submit comments regarding the potential effects the pro-
posed facility may have on any historic property may do so by 
sending such comments to: Project 61107882-MAT c/o EBI 
Consulting, 6876 Susquehanna Trail South, York, PA, 17403, 
or via telephone at (781) 273-2500.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

LEGAL NOTICE
AT&T Mobility, LLC is proposing to modify a wireless telecom-
munications facility on a building located at 1415 N. Oak St., 
Arlington, VA. The proposed modification consists of adding 
three antennas (one per sector) at a height of 73.4 feet on the 
rooftop. Two antennas will be mounted behind an existing 
screen wall, and one will be on an existing chimney. Any inter-
ested party wishing to submit comments regarding the poten-
tial effects the proposed facility may have on any historic prop-
erty may do so by sending such comments to: Project 
61108009-MAT c/o EBI Consulting, 6876 Susquehanna Trail 
South, York, PA, 17403, or via telephone at (781) 273-2500.

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

102 Instruction

Experienced Tutoring
Available in the Northern 

Virginia Area
Dean's List College 

Graduate with Years of 
Experience

Accounting/Finance Degree
All Ages and 

Grades Considered
Math, Spanish, English

from $35/hour
Call Hal @ (703)864-6616

Zone 6 Ad Deadline:

Monday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 6: • Arlington • Great Falls

• McLean • Vienna/Oakton

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

LICENSED INSURED

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

CARE _ MORE
CLEANING SOLUTIONS

703-862-5904
or

703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Friendly Painting &
Construction

friendlypnc.yc@gmail.com

No Job Too Small or Big
CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Class A Lic. VA & MD • Fully Insured & Bonded
703–425–3600

•Prof. Painting Residential/Commercial
•Kitchens, Baths, Basements, Remodeling

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot , Roofing & Siding
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

MASONRY MASONRY

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

HAULING

ANGEL’S
TRASH REMOVAL

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

•Junk & Rubbish •Furn.,
Yard, Construction

 Debris •Tree Leaf
  & Snow Removal

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Leaf & Snow
Removal •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com
703-863-1086
703-582-3709

Brush & Yard Debris
 Leaf & Snow Removal

Gutters & Hauling

HAULING
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Great Papers • Great Readers
Great Results!

 Employers:
Are your
recruiting ads
not working in
other papers?

Try a better
     way to fill
         your
      employment
         openings

703-917-6464
classified@connection

newspapers.com

• Target your best job
candidates where
they live.

• Reach readers in
addition to those
who are currently
looking for a job.

• Proven readership.

• Proven results.

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849

E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS
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Potomac

Best Wishes
For The Holidays

Photo by Louise Krafft
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MUSIC MASTERS
Where You’ll Love To Play

703-848-9403

Specializing in music instruction • Instrument Rentals
Monthly student performances • Popular and classical music

Music supplies and more! • Special orders welcome
Special teacher discounts • Instrument Repair

8455-H Tyco Rd. • Vienna, VA 22812

E-mail: mmasters2@aol.com • Web Site: www.music-masters.org

INSTRUMENT RENTAL

Children’s Connection

See Spy Baby,  Page 17

Holiday Traditions
By Jack Mead

 Colvin Run Elementary/

5th Grade

You know how we all have family tra-
ditions? And if you don’t have a tradi-
tion, create one!  Well, my family has a
spectacular tradition. We have a New
Year’s Eve parade. We wear matching pa-
jamas, bright lights, and lots and lots
more! When the weather is not too cold
or windy we even have a wonderful fire-
works show!

The parade consists of three to five of
my cousins, brother and sister wearing
matching pajamas, glow sticks or neck-
laces, party hats, special glasses, and
noisemakers. We are eight lively cousins.
Our tradition is over 6 years old. Every-
one gets very excited about it. We have
become professionals at putting this on.
In my eyes it is as good as the Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day parade.

This six-year tradition starts like this.
The cousins all watch a special television
show. During this time there are lots of
pictures taken of all the cousins sitting
together. After the show, Uncle Fun an-
nounces “Parade!” and we all line up to
pick out our gear.  We kind of fight over
what hat, noisemaker, and color of glow necklace
we get to wear and who gets to hold the special
Nutcracker doll that leads the parade. With a touch
of a button the noisemaking nutcracker starts and
so does the parade.

The parade is a very special event for my family
because it shows how much we like being together.
The family parade is the one thing I look forward to

Watercolor, by Ayush, Colvin Run ES, 5th Grade

Skating on the Lake
By Sarah

 Colvin Run Elementary/5th Grade

Something that I will definitely remember about
the year 2010 was the icy weather during the win-
ter.  From two-foot blizzards to frigid temperatures,
it was a complete winter wonderland.  The constant
below freezing temperatures froze the lake near my
house, and the ice layer was thick enough to go skat-
ing!  That, for sure, was the most exciting thing that
happened this year.  I loved it!  I really hope it hap-
pens again sometime this winter.

There are quite a few differences between skating
at the Reston Town Center and skating on a nearby
lake.  One, lakes don’t have a railing around them.
Two, on your personal skating rink on a lake, there
is a possibility of snow that you have to sweep off.

The dads on our street did exactly that before we
started skating on it.

Skating on the lake was a new thing to me since it
had been a long time since the lake had last frozen.
I knew pretty well how to skate though; skating
wasn’t new.  After the rink was cleared of snow, I
couldn’t wait to get on.  Quite a few people on my
street did, too.  But, as the small space got more
crowded and one half of it became reserved for
hockey, my friend, sister, and I got a little bored.  So,
we started skating on the uncleared area.  At the
time, there were only a few inches of snow so it was
completely accessible.  Before we knew it, my dad
had shoveled a winding path that looped around the
lake.  It was a fantastic experience.  Once again, I
really, really hope that skating on the lake will be
possible again this winter.

in a new year. My most favorite box in the world is
the one that contains the parade supplies.

I encourage everybody to create a holiday tradi-
tion. These are exciting times to spend with your
family. You will feel jolly and happy when you create
a wonderful tradition. So go out and create one. With
a one or two fun family traditions … “It’s the most
wonderful time of the year.”

Spy Baby
By Rebecca Canfield

5th Grade AAP/

Colvin Run Elementary

My life as a spy has taught me
many things.  Never go on a mis-
sion underpacked; without extra
diapers, pacifiers and animal
crackers.  You never know how
long it will take to solve a mys-
tery.  If you have an unsolved
mystery just call mommy, ask for
me “Baby Amy Crime Solver, In-
corporated.”

been stolen and you need to find
out who did it.”  I am guessing the
animal cracker company stole it;
they are always giving someone
lots of money to steal new formu-
las from their competition Goldfish
Crackers.  I set the GPS on my car
seat to find the animal cracker fac-
tory so I can quickly investigate.
Seconds later I parked my car seat
and crawled around the factory for
clues.  Finally I found a crumpled
up paper that said meeting at Gi

My crime solving career started
when my teenage babysitter dis-
covered I could talk but nobody
else knew I could talk.  She con-
tacted me directly on my Leapfrog
chat phone; I knew this had to be
an emergency.  My babysitter gave
me the secret password code
“cookies” and I had to quickly gas
up my car seat and exceed the lo-
cal speed limit to meet her at the
secret location.

When I arrived my babysitter
said “Amy the secret extra cheesy
new Goldfish Crackers formula has
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Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF VIENNA

450 ORCHARD STREET
VIENNA, VA

703-938-8525
fbcvoffice@verizon.net

www.fbcv.org

Dr. KENNY SMITH,
PASTOR

SUNDAY WORSHIP, 7:45 AM & 11:00 AM
MIDWEEK SERVICES, WED. 7:00 PM

To Highlight Your Faith Community call Karen at 703- 917-6468

bSt. LUKE A.M.E. Church

Rev. Dr. Peter G. Taylor, Pastor

“Serving the People of God”

SHERATON RESTON HOTEL

LET US WORSHIP GOD TOGETHER

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9 A.M.
SUNDAY WORSHIP 10 A.M.

571-337-2022

1133 Reston Avenue, Herndon, VA 20170
Worship: Sunday, 8:00 A.M. and 11:00 A.M.

Sunday School: 9:30 A.M.

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school/Music: preschool - grade 2
10:25 a.m. Sunday school/Music: grades 3 - 12
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 and 11:15 services

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

The Rev. Denise Trogdon
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

11321 Beach Mill Road
Great Falls, VA 20165

It’s like coming home

Rev. D. J. Zuchelli, Pastor

smithchapel@verizon.net
www.SmithChapelUMC.com

SMITH CHAPEL UM CHURCH

WORSHIP HOURS SUNDAY: 11:00 AM
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From Page 16

ant 5 p.m.  It was 4:58 p.m. I called my
babysitter so she could rush over to Giant
to prevent Animal Crackers from telling the
shoppers they developed a new cheesier
Goldfish Crackers that will be available be-
fore Christmas!  I knew that wasn’t true!  My
babysitter was stuck in Beltway traffic so I

had to set my car seat on overdrive.  Once
inside I heard two people talking about lots
of dough (cash not cracker dough).  My
babysitter informed the police while she was
stuck in Beltway traffic.  The policeman
picked me up and thought I was a lost baby;
I can’t talk yet but I started crying for Gold-
fish then pointed at Animal Cracker guys.
The policeman knew and quickly arrested
the Animal Cracker guys.  Crime Solved!

Spy Baby

Stress Overload
By Skye Jannery-Barney

Colvin Run Elementary/5
th

 Grade

Do your parents make your week over-
flow with activities? Do you have so many
things that you barley have anytime for
sleep? If you do than this article will be per-
fect for you. After school activities are fun
and a good challenge, but if you have too
many activities you might fall behind on
school work. Lots of kids struggle with
school because of being overtired or stressed
out because they have too many things go-
ing on. It’s important to live a healthy, bal-
anced life. You can either give ten things
ten percent or three things 100%.

I usually get stressed over sports, home-
work, and my siblings. Everyone I know
plays sports so if you’re one of those people
that plays 5 sports listen up. Sports are defi-
nitely fun but your whole life can’t be about
them. You should try playing 1 or 2 sports
so you don’t have to deal with going to prac-

tice every day of the week. I know that
homework is really annoying to have every
night but believe it; it actually helps you
live a balanced life. Even though you don’t
like homework and think it’s unfair that you
have to do it, every kid has to. If you’re stuck
on a problem or question just skip it and
come back to it later. If you’re still having
trouble on it then ask a parent or older sib-
ling and if they don’t help then ask your
teacher the next day. Sometimes you get
stressed over your siblings because they
annoy you. To prevent that from happen-
ing just tell your mom or dad. But first make
sure you ask them to stop so you’re not tat-
tling on them.

If you still don’t have your answers to how
to stop being stressed, ask an older sibling
or friend for advice. It’s definitely ok to do
a lot of activities but make sure you like
them or else it’s pointless. But don’t just
quit. If your parents are still making you do
them, tell them: “Hey, I’m just a kid.”
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Abigail’s Gallery

Abigail Paredes, 8, of Great Falls, a third grader at Lowes
Island Elementary,  submitted a selection of her artwork.

Artsy Face

Bouquet for You

Hills of
Freedom

A Girl

Blue Vase
with Flowers

Children’s

Connection

Time to
Give Back

By Catherine White

Cooper Middle School

W
hen I look at my
Christmas tree I see
twinkling lights and
cookies in the shapes

of reindeer and Santa. Presents
wrapped in bright green and red pa-
per, waiting to be opened. A Christ-
mas dinner that’s made just right, with
a feast laid out in front of me, eating
it in my best dress. I think about
Christmas, how I have the same one
every year.

One day I was in Washington D.C.
two days before Christmas, passing
children in rags, mothers holding
their children trying to get warm,
had possession of nothing, frowns
that looked like it was permanent. It
was heartbreaking to think that
people were having an extravagant
Christmas while children, grownups
even babies couldn’t have a Christ-
mas like ours, or give presents to
their children. I decided it wasn’t
fair, because it wasn’t. So I started
thinking about how I could help.

My birthday is three days before
Christmas, and so every year I have
a birthday/Christmas party. Christ-
mas has a lot of meanings, and one
of them is giving back. So every
party I have, I don’t ask for presents.
I ask for money or toys that fit the
category of a 2-9 year old. The toys
end up going to an organization and
the toys are given there, and the
money is given to a charity.

So Christmas to me is about giving
back. Thinking that I can change a
child’s Christmas, being able to put
a smile on their face, to make them
happy. If everyone this Christmas
season went out and bought a toy
for a child, imagine what’d they do.
Seeing the smile on their face
glowing as they see a gift wrapped,
the eagerness as they open their gift,
and their Christmas is changed into
something worthwhile.  So this
Christmas, give back to the ones in
need, and if we all do our part, we
could transform this Christmas into
something better.



Great Falls Connection  ❖  Children’s Connection  ❖  2010 - 2011  ❖  19www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Don’t Miss Our
After-Christmas Sale

50% Off 2010 Holiday
Merchandise

30% Off Mark Roberts,
Christopher Radko

and Mariposa

Don’t Miss Our
After-Christmas Sale

50% Off 2010 Holiday
Merchandise

30% Off Mark Roberts,
Christopher Radko

and Mariposa
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